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70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT)- 
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Basis of the report 



| | the claims, 
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| | the drawings, pages 
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1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
[x] the international application as originally filed. 

j [ the description, pages , as originally filed, 

filed with the demand, • 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
received on with the letter of 
| [ the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , received on with the letter of 
2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language whxch is: 
Q the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[~] the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

J. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
[ | contained in the international application in written form. 
| [ . filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
[~~] furnished subsequently to mis Authority in written form 
j | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

j— j The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
— international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4, J^Hj The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: . 
[ | the description, pages 
| | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. ( 

5 PI This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
l — 1 go beyond the disclo sure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)) ** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation '° * ' 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 70. 1 /J. 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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rT7 „ Mmilo H ctnti.ment under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
vf # Reasoned statement unaer ±xi uw« ^•'v**/ ° 

j and explanations supporting such statement 


industrial applicability; citations 


1. Statement , 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-32 * / 


YES 
NO 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-32 
i Claims 


YES 
NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-32 

Claims 


YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) ™ irn n<;e<; of 

The following documents identified in the Mtemauonal Search Eeport have been ordered for the purpose, 
this report: 

* 

Dl - Plant and Conway 
D2 - Heinemann et al. 
D3-Blombergetal. 

D4- WO 2002/034273 . 
The present invention relate. to a variant of to**^ ^ving the changes as descrrbod » 
claim 1 and uses thereof. 

NOVELTY flsH ™H TNVENTIW STFP QS) Claims 1-32 

nU »ML>— ^^lu^^^T^^^tttaSof 
page 321, 2- column, line 29). However, Dl does not drseta or sugges '^^ehalose. raffinose, L- 

- k^n^^^^ M 

are novel and involve an inventive step in light of D2. „ . 

D 3 .eachesthat^/e— produce* "^^^^T^Sffi^" 

novel and involve an inventive step in light of D4. 
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VUL Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether me claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Various claims define "components" of L. fermentum and their use. The scope of the tarn ^« n P~^! claiffiS 
^determinate It may include simple, known, chemical substances within its scope. Therefore, many of the > claims 
SrSTSSe n^ovel. Moreover, many of the claims do not define the subject matter for which protection is 
sought in terms of the technical features of the invention (Rule 6.3(a)). 

The specification is not enabling for L. fermentum variants beyond the specifically deposited example ^(VRI003). 
The specification fails to provide any means, beyond the deposited strain, for performing the invention. 
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